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Trivia: Winner!
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Park Redevelopment Update
by:  Patty Maher

History is in the making at Mississippi Gateway. And we are so excited to
share this moment with you! 

In 2015, Three Rivers Park District worked with the City of Brooklyn Park
to connect with the community through over 30 engagement sessions. We
learned what aspects people love about the park and what ideas they had
for the future of the park. With that information, an overall plan was
written to develop the new Mississippi Gateway Regional Park. The project
is moving forward, and in the coming years you will start to notice the
exciting changes happening at the park.  

You have all experienced the new park entrance and parking area that was
constructed in 2019. It is a much more welcoming space (and much safer
for pedestrians). In 2020, a trail along the river was paved to increase
accessibly. The new riverside amphitheater has become one of our
favorite places to teach students about the river. It is also a popular spot
for people to relax on the weekends.  Continued on page 2.

Over the course of 2021,
we had a great time doing
nature trivia with you!  For
every correct answer
submitted, a ticket was
thrown into a basket with
the volunteer's name on it.  

Now that the year is done,
it is time to announce our
winner!  So, drumroll,
please...

The winner of A Field
Guide to the Natural World
of the Twin Cities is...

DEB LEWIS!

Congrats Deb! We hope
you enjoy getting to use
this fun field guide.

 

 
 



In the next few years, the Mississippi Gateway Regional Park and the
Environmental Nature Area in Brooklyn Park are being combined into one
new park. The new park will be a year-round connection for all people to
celebrate the Mississippi River and the outdoors. The new park will be a
more inviting, welcoming, and vibrant place for everyone to discover
nature and the river. The new features include a new Mississippi Gateway
Center, an elevated walkway (treetop trail), nature play areas, learning
areas, and improvements to areas for fishing, picnicking, archery, and
more. 

Last month, the Three Rivers Park District Board of Commissioners
approved the schematic design of the new park. In the next year, the
Design Team will work through the design development phase of the
project. Here are a few images from the schematic design:

To sign-up for email updates throughout the project, go to:
https://bit.ly/3ytf2UR 

Park Redevelopment Update,
Continued
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Book Club
In the coming year, we
would like to share fun,
nature-related, books. 
 Staff will share some of
their favorites and what
they loved about them. We
would also love to share
books that you, our
volunteers, love.  

If you're interested in
sharing a book with our
volunteers, all you need to
do is email Ashley with the
book title and a little blurb
about what you like about
it.  Bonus points are added
if you send a picture of
yourself with the book.

We are looking forward to
seeing your book
suggestions!

 



 

River Connection Page 3

"Changing 
the world
always 
needs

volunteers."

Volunteering Opportunities
Park Ambassador
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our team!  Being a
Park Host entails going out into the park and engaging with the public, being
available to answer general questions, and being a welcoming presence for
our visitors. 

Weekend and Evening Program Support
Volunteers are needed for a variety of weekend and evening programs.  In the
email that this newsletter was sent, there is a link with more information, as
well as dates, times and sign-up information.

School Program Support - Snowshoeing
We have a ton of snowshoe programs coming up starting in January and
going through March.  We need volunteers who can help get kids in
snowshoes, keep them generally together, and move forward with the group. 
 In the email that this newsletter was sent, there is a link with more
information, as well as dates, times and sign-up information.

Embrace the North Festival
Embrace the North Festival is coming up on Saturday, February 19th from 12-
4 PM.  We will be looking for volunteers to help in a variety of different ways. 
 In the email that this newsletter was sent, there is a link with more
information, as well as dates, times, and sign-up information.

If you have interest in any of these opportunities, please reach out to Ashley
at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.


